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I; ^art of a Letter from the ^yerend Mr Abraham, 
de la PrymcF. (^. S. to theJPuhHfherj concerning a. 
S^out Utelj ohfervedhy him in Hatfield. 

Jhim, June the s^th,. 

!l fdmetfinc ago that 1 fent you an account of a Spou r, 
^ that my felf and many others faw mBatfieldVm%l 
-iiiT<$85v #ith forae few conje&ares upon the Caufe of it. 
Since that time, I have been fo happy as to fee another in 
the fame place, which very much confirms me in my notion 
of the Origin aiii Nature of them; The Weather here in, 
this part of the Country, Jiatfe been exceeding wet and cool, 
jnfomuqh thai it feem'd rather to beSpring than Midfummer, 
yet for all that Mowf/*^ the 21ft ditto was pretty warm, on 
the afternoon of A^hich day, about 2 of the Clock, no 
Wind ftirring below, tho* it Was fomewhat great in flic 
Air, the Clouds begun to be mightily agitated and driven 
together 5 whereupon they became very black and were 
(moftvifiblyj hurried round, from w;hencc proceeded a moft 
aidible wMrling noife, like that commonly heard in a Mill. 
After a' while a long Tube or Spout came down from the 
Center of the congregated Clouds, in which was a ivvih 
fpiral motion life that of a Sere w,or the Goehlea . Archmcdis 
when it is in motion;by Which Spiral Nature and fwift turn- 
ing. Water arcendsupirt to the one aswellasinto the other. 
It travelled flowly from Weft to North Eaft, broke down a 
great Oak-tree or two, frigbted the Weeders out of the 
Eieldj'and made others lie down flat upon their Bellies, to 
fave being whirl'd about and killed by it,' as they faw many 
Jackdaws to be that were fuddenly catched up„ carried out 
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oi fight, and then caft a great way of amongft the Corn 5 at 
laft it pafs'd over the Town of Hatfield^ to the great ter- 
rour ot the:Inhabitants, filling the whole 4ir with the 
Thatch that it pluck'd off from fome of the Houfes 5 thea 
touching upon a corner of the Church, it tore up feveral 
Sheets of Lead, and roU'd them ttrangely together,, foon af- 
ter which, it diflblved and vaniftied without doing any fur- 
ther Mifchief. 

There was nothing more extraordinary in this, than in 
the ether that I gave you a former account of, and by all 
the obfervations that I could make of both of them, I found 
that had they been at Sea, and joyn'd to th%furface thereof, 
they would have carried a vaft quantity of Water up into 
the Clouds, and the Tubes would then have become much 
more ftrong and opake than they were, and have continued 
much longer. 

It is comiribnly faid that at Sea the Water colletts and 
bubbles up a foot or two high under chefe: Spouts before 
that they be joyned : But the miftake lies in the pellucidity 
and finenefs of ehofe Pipes, which do rao(t certainly touch 
the furfaceofthe Sea before that any confiderable motion 
be made in it, and that when the Pipe begins to fill with 
Water it then becomes opake and vifible. 

As for the reafon of their diflblving of themfelves after 
that they have drunk up a great quantity of Water, I take 
it to be by and through the great quantity of the Water 
that they have carried up, which muft needs thicken the 
Clouds, and im.peade their motion, and by that means dif- 
foive the Pipes. 
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